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1. The starting point: the 

Agreement ANECA-IIE  
 

http://www.iies.es/


Last July 25th, ANECA and 

the Institute of 

Engineering of Spain (IIE) 

signed an AGREEMENT FOR 

COLLABORATION in 

developing the EUR-ACE 

quality label in Spain. 

 

The starting point 
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The starting point 

This agreement puts together the National 
Accreditation Agency and the main 

representative body of the engineering 
profession in Spain.  

http://www.iies.es/


IIE is a member of ENAEE, but has not develop a full model 
for the implementation of the EUR-ACE accreditation 

ANECA accredits programmes in all disciplines, including 
engineering, but hitherto is not able to provide the EUR-
ACE seal to those accredited programmes asking for it.  

Why this agreement 

The starting point 
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The starting point 

Additional Motivations: 

1.Both organisations look for 
quality improvement as a core 
part of their mission and 
activities. 

2.Both organisations would like 
to provide to Spanish 
universities an organized and 
effective way to obtain the 
EUR-ACE accreditation for 
their engineering programmes 
at Bachelor and Master level. 

http://www.iies.es/


Some hints about both organizations… 
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The starting point 

• Founded on 1905 

• Private and totally independent not-for-profit 
Association 

• Is the Spanish legal federation of the following 
official long-cycle engineering associations:  

1. Aeronautical Engineers Association of Spain;  
2. National Agronomist Engineers Association; 
3. Spanish Civil Engineers Association;  
4. Federation of Industrial Engineer Associations of Spain;  
5. National Association of I.C.A.I. Engineers; 
6. National Mining Engineers Association;  
7. Forestry Engineers Association;  
8. Naval and Oceanic Engineers Association of Spain;  
9. Spanish Association of Telecommunications Engineers. 

http://www.iies.es/
http://www.iies.es/


The starting point 

• Brings together more than 100,000 long cycle 
engineers from the various specialities 

• Member of  

 World Federation of Engineering Organizations 
(WFEO),  

 European Federation of National Engineering 
Associations (FEANI),  

 Pan-American Union of Engineering Associations 
(UPADI)  

 European Council of Associations of long cycle 
Engineers (CLAIU-EU),  

 European Network for Accreditation of Engineering 
Education (ENAEE). 

http://www.iies.es/
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The starting point 

• Public Foundation created in 2002 by the 
Ministry of Education  

• Accreditation agency with authority 
throughout the Spanish national territory.  

• Main responsibility:  

 Evaluation of individual academic staff 
(civil servants and non-civil servants),  

 Evaluation and accreditation of study 
programmes in all 
disciplinary/professional areas – not 
only engineering programmes – at all 
levels (Bachelor, Master and PhD). 

http://www.iies.es/


The starting point 

• ANECA fulfils the Standards and Guidelines 
for Quality Assurance in the EHEA 

- Externally reviewed by ENQA in 2007 and 2012 

• ANECA belongs to the European Quality 
Assurance Register for Higher Education. 

• Member of all International networks for 
quality assurance, being present in most of 
their Boards of Directors: 

- European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education (ENQA),  

- European Consortium for Accreditation, (ECA),  

- Ibero-American Network for Accreditation of the Quality 
of Higher Education (RIACES) 

- International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in 
Higher Education (INQAAHE). 

http://www.iies.es/


The context of 
Engineering in 
Spain 
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The context 

Specific aspects : 

1.Completion of an engineering degree confers full 
professional status to the degree holder. 

2.Hence, engineering education in Spain is also 
shaped through the dialogue with professional 
bodies. 

3. Engineering studies are a high prestige 
branch in Spanish Higher Education system; it 
attracts some of the best graduates of 
secondary education. 

http://www.iies.es/


The context 

Specific aspects : 

Before Bologna 

2 types of engineering degrees 

After Bologna 

• Ingeniero Técnico 

 3 years of studies at 
Technical Engineering 
Schools (Short cycle) 

• Ingeniero Superior 

 5 years of study provided at 
Higher Engineering Schools 
(Long cycle) 

2 levels of engineering degrees 

• Bachelor-level degrees  

 Give access to the “Ingeniero 
Técnico” profession 

• Master-level degrees 

 Allow the performance as 
“Ingeniero Superior". 

http://www.iies.es/


The Spanish 
accreditation system 
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 In Spain:  

Accreditation in Spain 

Accreditation of 
programmes 

Accreditation of 
institutions 

http://www.iies.es/
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 Programme accreditation in Spain is 
organized as a 3-step process 

Ex-ante accreditation 

Follow-up procedure 

Ex-post accreditation 

STEP 1 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

Accreditation in Spain 

http://www.iies.es/


 To verify that the design of the 
programme includes the criteria 
established by the Ministry.  

 Compulsory before a new 
programme may be started 

Ex-ante accreditation STAGE 1 

Accreditation in Spain 

called “Verification”  

http://www.iies.es/


Follow-up procedure STAGE 2 

Accreditation in Spain 

called “Monitoring”  

 To check, by non-
intrusive means, that the 
institution is implementing 
the programme according 
to the design. 

http://www.iies.es/


Ex-post accreditation STAGE 3 

Accreditation in Spain 

called  
“Re-accreditation”  

 Certifies that the programme has 
been accomplished according to 
the already approved conditions in 
the ex-ante accreditation process. 

 Corresponds actually to the 
accreditation concept in other 
national systems.  
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ANECA has assessed through the 
verification process over 5,000 
study programmes  

• 2,110 Bachelor,  

• 2,860 Master 

• 400 Doctoral programmes. 

The first formal accreditation 
decisions will be made in 2014 

Accreditation in Spain 

http://www.iies.es/


The planned 
procedure for 
EURACE label in 
Spain 
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EURACE label in Spain 

a) Ask for compulsory national 
accreditation, or  

b) submit the application for 
(compulsory) national 
accreditation together with 
the EURACE label request. 

Once an engineering programme asks for 
accreditation, two options will be 
provided:  

If this is the option, then… 

http://www.iies.es/


EURACE label in Spain 

The two procedures (national accreditation and 
ENAEE accreditation) will be developed in the 
same assessment process, although several 
differences will be met regarding  

a) the specific procedure 

b) the assessment committees that will 
consider the programme and its 
composition, 

c) the extension of the site visit,  

d) the focus of the assessment.  

http://www.iies.es/


National Accreditation 
Committees 

Assessment  

Panel  
4 

If the degree does NOT ask for the label 

EUR-ACE Committee 
 

OBTAINS (OR NOT) 
NATIONAL 

ACCREDITATION 

OBTAINS NATIONAL 
ACCREDITATION 

Does not ask for 
the label 

If national accreditation is awarded 
and ASKS for the label 

+ 

EURACE label in Spain 

If the degree ASKS for the label 

Assessment  

Panel  4+1 

http://www.iies.es/


EURACE 
ACCREDITATION 

COMMITTEE 

PANEL A PANEL B PANEL n 
… 

ASSESSMENT COMMITTEES  

http://www.iies.es/


• an academic with experience in 

ANECA programmes, who will act 

as president of the panel, 

• another academic from the 

specific field of the programme 

being assessed, 

• a professional from the specific 

field of the programme being 

assessed, 

• a student with expertise in 

assessment procedures, 

• a secretary who will be a person 

from ANECA staff. 

COMPOSITION 

PANELS 

EURACE label in Spain 

(not compulsory for the 
programmes asking for 

national accreditation only) 

http://www.iies.es/
http://www.iies.es/


EURACE 
ACCREDITATION 

COMMITTEE 

PANEL DE 
EVALUACIÓN A 

PANEL DE 
EVALUACIÓN B 

PANEL DE 
EVALUACIÓN n … 

ASSESSMENT COMMITTEES  

Panel report Panel report Panel report 

EURACE label in Spain 

http://www.iies.es/


• 50% of professionals; one of 

these will act as Chair of the 

Commission. 

• 50% of academics nominated by 

ANECA. 

• Up to 20% of appointed members 

could be international experts 

from outside Spain – ideally 

members of other ENAEE 

authorised agencies.  

• Secretary: ANECA staff. 

COMPOSITION 

ACCREDITATION 
COMMITTEE 

EURACE label in Spain 

(In accordance with 
ANECA-IIE agreement) 

16 experts max. 

http://www.iies.es/
http://www.iies.es/


EURACE 
ACCREDITATION 

COMMITTEE 

PANEL DE 
EVALUACIÓN A 

PANEL DE 
EVALUACIÓN B 

PANEL DE 
EVALUACIÓN n … 

ASSESSMENT COMMITTEES  

Panel report Panel report Panel report 

EURACE Accreditation report 

EURACE label in Spain 

http://www.iies.es/


3 days - 3 1/2 days  

EXTENSION SITE VISITs 

EURACE label in Spain 

2 1/2 days – 3 days 

National accreditation EURACE accreditation 

http://www.iies.es/


1. Knowledge and Understanding; 

2. Engineering Analysis;  

3. Engineering Design;  

4. Investigations;  

5. Engineering Practice;  

6. Transferable Skills  

FOCUS On ENAEE Learning 
Outcomes 

EURACE label in Spain 

EURACE accreditation 
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EURACE label in Spain 

An alternative… 

(not related to 
national 

accreditation) 

Latin America? 

http://www.iies.es/


But…before…we need to be authorized as an 
agency able to award the EUR-ACE label 

 

EURACE label in Spain 
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ANECA, together with 
IIE, submit the 
application to 
ENAEE with the aim 
of being authorized as 
an agency able to 
award the EUR-ACE 
label 

EURACE label in Spain 

http://www.iies.es/


1. Application 
submitted 

2. 
Appointment 
of the review 

panel 

3. Visit of the 
review panel 

4. External 
review report 

5. 
Authorisation 
Decision by 

EUR-ACE Label 
Committee 

Authorisation 
Process:  

(Estimation) 

Authorisation to 
award the label 

30 july 2013 

April 2014 

July 2014 

EURACE label in Spain 

http://www.iies.es/


www.aneca.es 
direccion@aneca.es 

Thanks for your 
attention 

http://www.iies.es/

