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The representatives of six European Associations sign an 
Agreement

“intended to build confidence in systems of accreditation 
of engineering degree programmes within Europe […], 

[…] to assist national agencies and other bodies in planning 
and developing such systems 

[…] to facilitate systematic exchange of know-how in 
accreditation and permanent monitoring of the 
educational requirements in engineering formation….”
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THE SEED: Paris, 9 September 2000

… and establish the 

European Standing Observatory for the Engineering 

Profession and Education:      ESOEPE 



The «Bologna process» had started in 1999,

aimed at the “adoption of a system of easily readable and 
comparable degrees” and at the “promotion of the necessary 

European dimensions in higher education”
2004: a round of projects on accreditation

At a meeting convened on 13 February 2004 in Brussels, two EC experts, 
namely Guy Haug (a former SEFI Secretary General and later a great 
supporter of ENAEE) and Peter van der Hjiden, announced a call for proposals 
for “setting up European accreditation in certain professions/disciplines

on the Socrates/Tempus lines”. 

On that occasion I presented, on behalf of SEFI and other Associations, our 
ideas and initiatives on accreditation of Engineering Education, and in 
particular the “European Standing Observatory for the Engineering Profession 
and Education” (ESOEPE), established in 2000 as an outcome of the three 
“European Workshops for Accreditation of Engineering Programmes” 
organized in 1998-99 by the Thematic Network “Higher Engineering Education 
for Europe (H3E)” 

The February 2004 meeting was indeed the start of the 
EUR-ACE adventure: a successful application was presented.



The EUR-ACE project (2004-2006)
proposed an European accreditation system

aimed at
• ensure consistency between existing national 

“engineering” accreditation systems;

• add an European “quality label” to accreditation;

• introduce “accreditation” in other countries;

and thus
improve quality of education

facilitate trans-national recognition

facilitate (physical and virtual) mobility
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EUR-ACE was supported by the European Commission (DG 

EaC) within SOCRATES and TEMPUS programmes



Accreditation of an Engineering 
Education Programme

(according to EUR-ACE)

• Result of a process to ensure suitability of programme as entry 
route to profession

• Periodic assessment against accepted standards

• Peer review of written and oral information by trained and 
independent panels including academics and professionals

• Accreditation of programme, not of Department or University

• Accreditation of education, not of whole formation
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Thus, the quality of degree is guaranteed at all levels



Programme Outcomes

The EUR-ACE Standards (now known as EAFSG) specify the 
Programme Outcomes that must be satisfied for accreditation.

• Valid for all branches of engineering

• Applicable to First and Second Cycle programmes (now 
Bachelor and Master), and to “integrated programmes”

• Describe what is to be achieved but not how

• Able to accommodate national differences of educational and 
accreditation practice
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“accepted standards” should include firstly:



Six categories (now “Learning Areas”)
of Programme Outcomes

in the first (2005) version of EAFS

• Knowledge and Understanding

• Engineering Analysis

• Engineering Design

• Investigations

• Engineering Practice

• Transferable Skills

In the current version (EAFSG, 2015) 
“Transferable Skills” are specified into

• Making Judgements

• Communication and team-working

• Lifelong Learning 7



April 2004: ESOEPE was instrumental in preparing and 
submitting the EUR-ACE project application
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October 2005: It was decided to transform ESOEPE 

from an “observatory” into a non-profit  Association:

ENAEE, officially born on 8 February 2006
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Founding members: 

FEANI (acting Secretariat) RAEE (RU) 

SEFI CoPI (IT) 

UNIFI/TREE EngineersIreland

EUROCADRES OE (Ordem...) (PT) 

EC (UK) UAICR (RO) 

CTI (FR) ASIIN (DE) 

New members admitted at the 2nd General Assembly 
(17 November 2006)

CLAIU-EU ; MÜDEK (TR)

Further members admitted later…..

8 February 2006
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From the ENAEE 

General Policy Statement 

(GAss, 2006-11-17)

… ENAEE will try and establish gradually a bottom-up 

European system for accreditation of engineering education, 

as wide as possible and consistent with the general 

indication of the Bologna process, and in particular with the 

ENQA “Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in 

the EHEA” and the “Framework for Qualifications in the 

EHEA”.

In the EUR-ACE system, national or regional agencies will 

accredit the educational programmes, and ENAEE, on the 

advice of an appropriate Committee, will authorize to add the 

EUR-ACE quality label to the accreditation….



IMPLEMENTING EUR-ACE:

Confirmed KEY POINTS of the EUR-ACE system:

• NOT an European Directive

• NOT an European Accreditation Board

• A bottom-up agreement towards a decentralized 
accreditation system in which:

• Accreditation is awarded by National (in future possibly 
also Regional) Agencies (or analogous bodies) authorized 
by ENAEE to deliver the EUR-ACE® label.

• The EUR-ACE® label is “added” to the “national” 
accreditation, thus giving it an added value,

• and is recognized by all participating Agencies 
(as formalized in the EUR-ACE Accord, 2014)
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As Denis McGrath, ENAEE VP, will illustrate in detail, Agencies are 
authorized to deliver the EUR-ACE® label on the advice of the

EUR-ACE Label Committee
formed by one representative of each of the “EUR-ACE-
authorized” Agencies. 

First Label Committee (2006): representatives of the six 
Agencies of the initial “core” of the EUR-ACE system:

ASIIN (DE); EC (UK); EngineersIreland;

CTI (FR); Ordem… (PT); RAEE (RU)

At present (November 2016), 
13 Agencies and 13 members 
of the Label Committee
(+1 under finalization) 

é and perhaps new ideas will come later today from E.A.M.Cé 



I now leave the floor to the Vice-President of ENAEE Denis McGrath

But first allow me to add a personal recollection and homage to a 
close friend lost too early, who gave a very significant contribution to 
the birth and the first years of ENAEE: Francesco Maffioli, whom I 
believe many of you remember. 

Below on the left you see the very first EUR-ACE logo. In 2008, we 
intended to open EUR-ACE to other parts of the world beyond 
Europe, and were looking for a new slogan to underline this overture 
without losing our “European” character: Francesco suggested the 
sentence that is now on our logo “European Accreditation of 
Engineering Programmes”, a very simple solution that testifies the 
typical Francesco’s discrete and constructive manners. 


